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44 From Scripture and Reaſon, 
i * That there never was a WIT CH: 
| and that it is both Irrational and Tm- 
0 | pious to believe there ever was. 
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nds Terrores 8 Miracala, Sagas, 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


U PO N the repeated Solicitations of ma- 
ny Letters from my Correſpondents, who 
have approv'd of the following Papers, 


and been urgent- for Publiſhing them together in 


one Pamphlet for the General Good, they make 
their Appearance after this Manner. But be- 


cauſe ſome have been pleas'd to obſerve, That it 
is a very odd Thing that our Laws Impower 
Fudges to put People to Death for Witchcraft, 
if there is no ſuch Thing as a Vitch in the 
World; and others affirm, That the Records 
of Fuftice are full of Inſtances, in all Ages, of 
the Truth of Witchcraft, which, in their Opi- 
nion, amounts to a Demonſtration. I ſhall, for 
the Sati faction of the Firſt, have Recourſe to ſuch 
Laws as have been Enacted here in England con- 
cerning it, as alſo thoſe that have been made in 
Foreign Countries; and to quiet the Minds of the 
laſt. ſhew them bow far off their Sarmiſes are 
from any Thing that bears the Face of Reality. 


To begin with the Firſt, It is {aid that the 334 
of Henry VIII. was the firſt Statute againſt 
Witchcraft, one Clauſe of which is, Or for the 

y 2 A. 2 Deſpight 


8 'F. - Tie Proface. - ; 
Deſpight of Chrift, or Lncre of Money to 
pull down any Croſs; and is there made Felo- 


ny, which ſhews, that this Statute was partly made 
upon Account of the Religion which then prevail d, 


and that this Crime was as Capital as to conſume 


any Perſon in his Body, Members, or Goods; fo 
ſuperſtitious was this Nation in thoſe Days; but 


this Statute was afterwards repeal 'd in ſeveral 


Reighs, viz. Ed. 6. Cap. 12. 1 Mar. Cap. I. 
which perhaps thoſe Two Parliaments never would 
have done, without making another 5 
Witches, if they had believ'd there were am ſubh 
Creatures; this Repeuling being a Kind of Legal 
Toleration for Witches, there being mo Common 
Lam whereby to puniſh them. But what Reaſon 
the Parhament had to male this firſt Statute. a- 
gainſt Witches, or what Inducement the next Tro 
'Rergns had to repeal it, or what Moti ves the ſuc- 
"ceeding Reigus to malte more ſevere Laws againſt 
them, may be worth Enquiry, conſidering thut 
Witchcraft has always been the ſame in all Ages. 


Vie are likewiſe inform d, That the firſt Perſons 
who were condemmd for Witches, ſuffer'd in the 
Tear 1300, when Frederick the Second made a 
Law for Burning of Hereticks ; and that the In- 
qnfitors having judg'd the Crime of Witchcraft 
to be Hereſy, and that to be a Witch was the 
ſame Thing to the Pope, as to be a Traytor to a 
"Temporal Prince; they did in Rome, Spain, Oc. 


condemn, by that Lam, ſupposd Witches as He- 
reticks, becauſe Witches had renounc'd their 


Baptiſmal Vow, and ador d Satan: And this 
"they did to Eftabliſh the uſurp'd Dominion f the 


Share 


Pope, and for their own Profit, they having a | 
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The Preface. 
Share im the Goods and \Eftates of ſuch Perſom o 
condemm d. And probably this Law, umd the Ex- | 

_ - ample of the Inquifitions have been "the chief 
Grounds that other Countries, in particular, Eng- 
land, did afterwards male Laws of the ſame 
Tendency, and:puniſh'd Witches in hike Mamer, 
ever ſince ʒ till the Statute f De Heretico com- 
burendo was repealed. For, according to Coke's 
Inſtitute 3d, Part 44, 46, it ſeems as 17 before 
this Statute of Henry VIII. Witches were al. 
*ways Try d by Ecclefiaſtical-Laws and Judges, and 
condenn'd as Hereticks or Apoſtates, and that 
the Cognizance of Perſons under theſe Circum- 
ances, was by this Statute transform'd from an 
Eccleſiaſtical to a Temporal Fudicature, as they 
were Killing Witches, not as Hereticks and 
Apoſtates. | | 
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tn. Anſwer to the Second Propoſition I ſhall take 
. the Liberty to declare, that the Records mention'd 
therein cannot amount to a Demonſtration. For if, 
even Glanvil bimſelf Speaks true, who ſays, Fol. 
103, That we are Ignorant of the Extents and 
Bounds of Nature's Sphere, and Poſſibilities, 
twill fallow that We are uncertain whether thoſe 
— Facts for which Witches, have been condemn'd 
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t were really done by Witchcraft, or produc'd by | 
e the Courſe of Nature : And can this Uncertainty 1 
a amount to a Demomftration 9 2. Judges, for Inte- 
j. reſts ſake, have ſuffer d themſelves to be impos d if 
- upon by Falſe Witneſles, and ſo condemn'd Inno- 1 
"= cent Perſons for Things they were never Guilty 

's cf. And can the Records of thoſe Condemnations 

e amount to a Demonſtration ? 3. Judges have con- 

a i demn'd Innocent Perſons for Facts that were 

e 53 Impoſſible 
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The Preface. 


Impoſſible to be done - And can the Records of theſe 


Fa@s amount to a Demonſtration ? 4. Judges have 


condenn'd many Innocent Perſons upon the Tefti- 


mony of Pretended Witchfinders, who being Au- 
thoriz'd and Encourag d by great Perſons (even 4 
the Miniſtry) were ſent abroad into Scotland, 


and Northumberland, who made Affidavit that, 


upon Search, they had found ſupposd Witch- 
marks, by putting Sharp Pins and Needles into 
Warts, and Excreſcenſcies of divers Perſons who 
did not at all Complain, and can the Records of 
theſe Matters amount to a Demonſtration * 5 


The Fudges themſelves are not Infallible, and may, 
haps, have Erroneous Notions of theſe Dark 


and Abſtruſe Matti ars, and condemn Witches wrong- 


Fully, as it is ſaid,a Biſhop of Ment? was Excommu- 


nicated for holding that there were Antipodes, by 


ome Hundreds of Men that were accounted Lear- 


ned and Wiſe, and do theſe Records of Witchcraft 
any more amount to a Domonſtration, than this Ex- 
communication did of there being no ſuch Creatures 


as Antipodes ? Thoſe Biſhops, probably, were as 


Knowing and Prudent, as the Inqniſitors or our own 


Judges; and the Demonſtrations of the Antipodes 
rs far more Obvious and Intelligible than.thoſe im- 
poſſeble Inftances of Witchcraft, for which 2000 

Souls have been Innocently Condemn'd: Which 


Confiderations may caution our Furies not to be ſo 


haſty in declaring People Guilty of a Crime, that is 
a meer Ens Rationis, which bas its Refidence only 
in Weak and Cowardly Underftandivgs and Tempers. 


I fhonld here, according to the Deſire of ſome 
Perſons, enter into the Merits of the ſeveral De- 
pofitions that are inſerted at large in the Full 


and 
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_ Þ-The Preface. . 
and Impartial Account, which are Sixteen in 
Number, but out of Reſpect to the Sacred Habit 
which Two of them Wear, and the Incapacities of 
the other Fourteen, diſmiſs them to their Re- 
ſpective Bedchambers, with no farther Remarksthan 

that the Inconſiſtencies which they are Guilty of, 

bew they very much fland in need of Reſt, fince a 

Crazze Body very often Indiſpoſes the Soul, and 

| Influences the Mind to entertain Strange and Fre- 
ternatural Ideas of Things that have no Manner 
of Exiſtence. . 

But I muſt not Suffer my Reader to go miformd 
about the large Additions that have been made to 
the Diſcourſe be is nom entr ing upon the Peruſal 
of, and am to prmeiſe that he has it now entirely, 
as it was at firſt Deſgn d, tho purpoſely omitted in 
the Proteſtant Poſt-Boy for fear of giving bim 
a Surfeit through too great a Satiety from one 


Subject. 


THE 
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THE 


Impoſibiiry 
Witchcraft: 


been very much taken up, for ſome 
| Days paſt, with a Trifling Pam- 
hlet, in Vin cation of the Tryal of one 
ane Wenham, a Reputed Witch, whom tha 
nemy to Superſtition, the very Worſhip 


; T H E Diſcourſe of the Town having | 


Sir dye chang; avely Committed, with- 


out Laughing, ertford Goal; where ſhe 
| * Tr 45 ny found Guilty (aga inſt the 
Judges win) of Converſing with the > Devil in 


the wy at's Out making a aid that could 


not Walk without Ferro leap over a Five- 
Bar Gate, and run as ſwift as a Grey-hound, 
with ſeveral other Incredibles; it may 75 
be improper to diſabuſe the Peop bo 

too ealily give into bh Belief of 2 5 25 
N 1 


ies, 


1 


(2) Th 


ries, and receive Impreſſions from them not ti 
fo eaſily to be defaced. ' Cicero, in Lib. 2. fa 
de Divin. ſays, Nam ut vere loquamuy, Super- R, 
ſtitio fuſs per Orbem opreſit omnium fere ammos ＋ 
atq; Hominum occupavit Imbecillitatem For, of 
to ſpeak the Truth, Superſtition havin W 
over-run the World, hath daſtered almoſt 1 M 
every ones Spirits, taking its Advantage 12 
from the Frailty of Man. And ſtrange it 
is to conſider, how far the Folly of Mankind W 
hath proceeded in their Credulity concern- W 
Ing the Actions both ef Male and Female Pp 
Witches: As if, forſooth, they could Tranſ- | 
form Men and Women into Beaſts; as if 8 


they cotild Deſtroy the Fruits of the Earth, 151 


and the Fruits of the Womb, at their Plea- of 
ſure; as if they could raiſe Winds and Tem- V. 
eſts, or alay them, enable or diſable, in fo! 
Matters Venerial; in a Word, as if they th 
could enſlave Nature herſelf, and make the 77 

Univerſe Obey their Commands. Examples, 

indeed, of this prodigious Power, are ſcat- 

| ter'd up and down the Roman Poets, ſuch as || wo 
| Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Tibullns, Propertius, fo: 
1 Lucan, &c. But that it has any Foundation M 
* in Holy Scripture, or takes its Riſe other- th 
wiſe than from Heatheniſh Fables, after- 4 
wards improv'd by Papal Impoftors, muſt R 
always, by me, be deny's. tr 
Ti true, our Tranſlators of the Bible, th 
in the Eighteenth Chapter of Deuteronomy, va 
call a Conjecturer an Enchanter, which why Gi 


they ſhould, I cannot at all imagine, there 
So being 


Ja N 


+ 


"_ "ay 
being not the leaſt Hint of ſuch a Significa- 


tion in the Hebrew Word Mankeſh, which is 


far better render d in the old Tranflation, a 


Regarder of the Flying of Fowls; for that is 


Truth, tho? it be not all the Truth, the Flight 
of Fowls being but One way of Many, 
which ConjeQurers made uſe of. A Second 
Miſtake of our Tranſlators, in the ſame 


Ehapter, is, their Galling a Miracle-monger a 


Winch: "The Hebrew Word is Mickſbaph, 
which the Septyuagint renders by the Greek 
Word $42/42+G-, meaning an Inpoſfor, not a 


. Poxfoxer. Yor it is Ridiculous to think, that 


ret, agicians, Jexabel the Queen, and 
ing Manaſſes did exerciſe the Art of Poi- 
ſoning. Thus in the Eighteenth Chapter 
of the Revelations, and the Twenty third 
Verſe, the Word P2291 taxeiz: is neither taken 
for Witchcraft, or Pozſons, but for Inpoſtures, 
tho* our Tranſlations have render'd it 
Finken. 


Now theſe Miracle-mongers OT Jig lig- 


workers of Counterfeit Miracles are there- 
fore fo ſeverely prohibited in the Law of 


Moſes, becauſe they acted ſtrange Things in 


the Sight of the People to confirm them in 


alfe Religions. Hence it is that in the Ola 


Nſtament, where mention is made of Idola- 


try, you ſhall frequently meet with Airacle- 


-moygers and Southſayers coupled together. For 


the Prieſts of an Idol would commonly ad- 
vance its Reppration by Counterfeiting the 
Gifts of Prop 

| Pre- 


el 1 * Working Miracles, 
"5058 | 


(4) 
etendedly receiv'd from that God to whoſe 
— the Idol was Erected. Nor let an 
one think that for the Performance of theſe 
Counterfeit Miracles, they ſtood in need of 
the Devil's Aſſiſtance; for what they per- 


form'd, either exceeded not the Compaſs of 


Human Art, altho* miraculous in the Eyes 
of the Vulgar: Or if it did, then it was 
not really perform'd, but a mere Jug ling 
Tmpoſture. Such kind of Fuglers were thoſe 
who ſtood before Pharaoh, in Oppoſition to 
Moſes and Aaron: For whoſoever believes 
that Pharaoh's Magicians could, by the Hel 

of the Devil, turn, in an Inſtant, a Stic 

into a Serpent, aſcribes to the Devil an 
12 Creating Power, equal unto 
his, who did but ſay, Let ſuch a Thing be, 
and it was ſo. St. Auguſtine, I confeſs, does 
ſeem to endeayour at the Evading this Ob- 
jection, by laying down a Maxim, That in 


tbe Elements the Seeds of all Bodies ſecretly lis 


bid, which, upon —_ with convenient Op. 
portumtzes, do put forth themſelves and ariſe 
to the juſt Bounds and Figures dye to their re- 
ſpe@ive Species. From hence he Infers, That 
the Devil, in turning Magicians Rods into 
\ Serpents, did not Create thoſe Serpents, 
becauſe he produc'd themout of thejr Seeds. 
But by St. Auguſtine's good Leave, tho' I 
ſhould grant him, that the Seed of a Serpent 
is in a Stick, yet I can never allow the Ma- 
gicians to be able ſo ſuddenly to bring forth 
this Seed into Act, for the Production of a 
Serpent, Tis true, That Men, by — 

| | Wel 


(3 3 
well ordering the Seeds of Plants, may 
haſten the Generation of ſuch Plants, an 
the ripening of their Fruits: They may al- 
ſo by putting Eggs into Camels Dung, pro- 
cure the Generation of Chickens. Where- 
fore tis probable that Devils, being more 
ſkilful than Men, may ſtrangely promote 
the Generation of ſeveral Creatures bey ond 


any human Art: But yet neither Men nor 


Devils, in regard they act theſe Things by 
the Application of Matter to Matter, can 
produce any Creature out of its Seed, with- 
out a conſiderable ſpace of Time. No, they 
muſt attend the Laws of Matter, and wait 
upon Dame Nature's Leiſure: There being 
many ſucceſſive Alterations, required in 


Seed, before it can come to the Embryo of a 


Creature, and many alſo muſt afterwards 


follow, before the Embryo can arrive to 2 


perfect Shape, 


The third Error of our Tranſlators is, their 


miſtaking a Conſulter with Oracles or Fclfe 


Prophets, for a Conſulter with Familiar 
Spirits, The Hebrew Words are Ob Sheol, 
which Word Ob ſignifies in Scripture, ſome- 
times, the Gift of Oracling, and ſometimes 


the Perſon that hath ſuch a Gift. It ſignifies 
| alſo a Bottle or hollow Veſſel, and from this 


fignification, I ſuppoſe the other came. For 
it is certain that Oraclers did uſe to counter- 
feit ſtrange kind of Voices, that they might 
ſeem nat to be human. To this Purpoſe, 


tis not unlikely that they made Uſe of a 


Bottle, 


— — vr" —— rr a GG 0 EP ar o 


1 
ottle, or Trunk, or ſome other hollow 
eſfel, which they ſpoke through, whereb 
their Voices muſt needs be very much al- 


| tered, eſpecially if they were in a Cave, or 
Room under Ground, when they made An- 


ſwer to Enquiries. Theſe kind of Cheating 
Tricks are plainly alluded to by the Prophet 
eta, in theſe Wards; Aud thy Voice ſhall be 
as an Oracler out of the Earth, and thy Speech 


Pall piep out of the Duſt. Here I ſuppoſe 


the Prophet chiefly hints at the Necromantick 
Oracler, or one that pretended to Conſult 
with the Dead: Who by Himſelf, or his 
Confederate, did counterfeit a Voice like 
the pieping of a Chicken, that it might the 


more plauſibly ſeem to be the ſmall Voice 


of a poor departed Ghoſt, 


I could produce many other Inſtances of 
the like Nature, which the Tranſlation of the 
Bible by Junius and Tremellius, gives us a 


Light into but ſhall Content my ſelf, with 


bringing ſome Arguments to prove in the 
firſt Place, That this ſtrange Notion of Witch- 
craft, has its Foundation in Heathen Fables. 
Secondly, I ſhall take upon me to affirm, That 
it has been improv'd by Papal Inquiſitors 
for the ſake of Private Intereſt. Thirdly, I 
Mall prove, That there is no ſuch Thing 
as a Vitch in Scripture. Pourthiy, I ſhall en- 
deavour to make appear, There 1s no ſuch 
thing as a Vitch at all; and produce ſeveral 
Arguments againſt the Affirmers of V. Itch 


craft. Fifthly, I ſhall anſwer other Argu- 


ments 


(7) 


ments to the contrary. Sixth iy, and Laß 


I ſhall ſhew by what means this Opinion of 
Witchcraft came into the World. 


To begin with my 5 Particular. Such 


was the vain Credulity of Men in the Hea- 


then Ages; that they did not only believe 
thoſe Things were real, which the Prieſts 


counterfeited; but they alſo aſcribed unto 


Private Perſons, a Power equal to that of 
the Prieſts, or rather beyond it. For not 


only Men, but Women, Sealy Old Wo- 


nen have been famous for Propheſying of 
Things to come, whence they were call'd 
Sage; as. alſo for Wonderful and Miraculous 


Exploits, whence they took the Name of 


Lamia or Venefice. They were call'd Lamiæ 
chiefly from their Adventures among little 
Children. For it ſeems, according to the 
Fable, there was one Lamia a Beautiful Wo- 


man in Tybia, whom Jupiter fell in Love 


with ; but 1 out of Jealouſy, took her 
Children which ſhe had by Jupiter and killed 
them; wherefore {he out of mere Grief for 
the Death of her own Children, made it her 
Practice to kill thoſe of other Women. They 
were ſtyl'd Venefica, becauſe they were wont 
to make uſe of Herbs, which they ſuppos'd 
had ſtrange kind of Vertues in them, for 
with Herbs or Charms they always acted. 


Num te Carminibus, num te pallentibis Herbis 
Devovit tacito tempore noctis Anm 


As 


1 a « 
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of the Chriſtian 


as: 
As for the Opinions concerning Hicubz and 
Succubi Devils, It's manifeſt, they had their 
Riſe from the Fables of the Antient Hero's, 


who (as Socrates in Plato's Cratylus affirms) - 


were begotten from the Conjunction of 
Deities with Human Creatures; which kind 
of Conjunction, whoſoever believes, makes 
that Belief of his, a Cloak for the Adulteries 


of the Heathen Prieſts, who often lay with 


other Mens Wives, pretending that the Gods 


had vouchſafed them the Honour of their 


Company. Very Remarkable to this Pur- 


Poſe, is the Story of Tyramms, a Prieſt of 


Saturn, who under this Pretence had carnal 
Knowledge of many a Man's Wife, till at 
laſt one more Wiſe than the Reft, diſcover'd 


the Cheat. In like manner Mundus, a Gen- 


tleman of Rome, by the help of the Prieſts 
belonging to the Tues of Ila, enjoy'd his 
Pleaſure on Paulina, a Roman Lady, who mi- 


Rook him for the God Anubis. 


Now one wou'd think that theſe Heathen- 
iſh Fables and Follies,to come to my ſecond Par- 
ticular, altho* they took Root in the Minds 

2 ſhould never have 
been Aſſented to by thoſe who account them- 
ſelves Rabbies and Doctors of the People; 


yet there is nothing of this Nature that was 


Credited by thoſe Barbarons Ages, that hath 
not been declar d True by the Inquiſſtion and 


by the Canon - Law. Wherefore it may not 
be amiſs, to enquire into thoſe Inquiſitors. 


The firſt Time that I can hear News of them 


c | Gnu was the firſt who put 


(9) 


in Hiſtory, is in the Days of Maximus, who 
vontended with Theodopus for the Empire: 
Though I confeſs an Inquiſition was then but 
Intended, not brought to Effect. This Max- 
| t Hereticks to 
Death, namely Friſcilian and his Partners, 
oy the perſwaſion of one Ithacius, and if it 
had not been for St. Martin, he would have 
ſent Tribunes into Spain, with Power to 
ſearch for Hereticks, and to take away their 
Lives and Goods. In proceſs of time, Charle- 
main, who was Crowned Emperor in the 
Eighth Hundred Year after Chriſt, did by 
hig Laws or Capitulars, declare the Biſhop 
of Rome to be Head of the Church; Never- 
theleſs all thoſe Capitulars, which concern'd 
the Roman Supremacy, were extracted from 
forg'd Authorities, that Cheat being put 
upon them by the Biſhops of Mentz. About 
Three Hundred Years after, in the Year One 
 Thopfand one Hundred Twenty two, the 
Emperor Henry the Fifth was forced to re- 
ſign his Power of Electing and Invefting 
Biſhops with the Staff and Ring into the 
Hands of the Church; of which the Roman 
Pontiff being declar'd Head, by this Means 
obtain d a greater Empire and Power, than 
ever the Roman Cefars had. This being 
*perceiv'd by the German Emperors, there 
Was almoſt a perpetual War between them 
.and the Biſhop of Rome: But wing” 
Frederick the Second, who flouriſh'd in the 


beginning of the 13th Century, and ſpent 
moſt of his Reign in endeavouring to take 
down the Church From overtopping the Em- 
W as 
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the Confidence to impoſe the Inquiſition upon 


(10) | 
pire. Nevertheleſs, it was in his Reign, 
that the Roman Biſhops made notable Pro- 
viſion for the Security of their Exhorbitant 
Power; Then it was that Frederick the Se- 
cond, when he was at Padua, made thoſe 
unhappy Laws, whereby Hereticks were 
liable to the Puniſhment of Death; of which 
Laws the Popes made very preat advantage. 
Then it was that Gregory the Ninth advan- 
ced the Authority of Canon or Poatifical 
Laws, by Compoſing the Decretals by the 
help of his Chaplain Raymund: Then it was 
that the Orders of the Dominictan and Fran- 
ciſcan Fryars were founded, to whom was 
committed the Inquiſition after Hereticks. 
Theſe Monks at their firſt ſetting up for 
Inquiſitors, as Father Paul has obſerved in 
the Hiſtory of the Inquiſition, had no Tri- 
bunal or Courts of their own, but did only 
Preach, and ſtir up Princes and People, en- 
gaging them into Curſadoes againſt Here- 
ticks, by ſewing a piece of Red Cloth in the 
form of a Croſs upon their Garments. But 


Innocent the Fourth, who begun his Pontifi- 
cate about the latter end of Frederick the 


Second, obſerving the furious Zeal of the 
Fryars, thought good to erect a Tribunal 
for them, that ſo they themſelves might 
_— to the Tryal of Hereticks. To 

ring this about he had a fair opportunity 
upon the Death of Frederick, by reaſon of 
the Vacancy that then happen'd in the Em- 


pire for many Years; For now having no 


Emperor to controul him in Italy, He took 


the 
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the ſeveral Provinces of it. There are Ex- 
tant ſeveral Bulls, written by Þmocent the 
Fourth to the Magiſtrates of thoſe Countries : 
One of which ſets down the Forementioned 
Laws of Frederick againft Hereticks Word 
for Word, and commands them to be ſtrict- 
Iy obſerved. Nor can I blame him for hold- 
ing his Eccleſiaſtical Empire upon no other 
Title than the Preſence of Religion. To be 
a Heretick muſt needs be the ſame thing to 
Him and his Succeſſors, as to be a Traytor to 


Temporal Princes. Hence it came to paſs 


that, when the Inquiſiton had gotten Foot in 
many Kingdoms and Countries,an incredible 
Number of Pleople were frequently torment- 
ed and Burn'd for the Crime of Ftchcraft, 
which they had ſo twiſted and blended with 
Hereſie, or the Denyal of Pontifical Authority 
that in ſeeking out Witches, in Tormenting 
and putting them to Death, they did at once 
gratity, as well the Ambition and uſurp'd 

ower of their Lord the Pope, as their own' 


inſatiableCovetouſneſs and Thirſt after other 


Mens Goods. In the Year 1518, the Inquiſi- 
tors put to Death abundance of Inchanters, 
which they had found in the Venetian Terri- 
tories, where ſuch was the Extortion and 
Avarice of their Proceedings, that the Coun- 


try roſe up againſt them, and the Council 


afterwards was fain to ſend for theſe Inquiſi- 
tors and enquire into their Proceedings, to 
pacify the enrag d Populace. The Inquiſi- 
tion was likewiſe ſettled in Lorrain much a- 
bout the ſame Time, where according to the 
Confeſſion of Micholaus Remigtus, wha ad- 

e judg'd 


6 
judg' d them to Death, in Sixteen ears time, 
there were 800 Witches Executed. In a Word, 
after the Founding of the Dominican and 
Franciſcan Fry ars, and the ſetting up an Of. 
fice of Inquiſition, the World grew fo full of 
Devils and Witches, that I am apt to give into 
the Judgment of Cardan, who hand ng this 
Buſineſs of Vitches and Witch-finders, obſerv d 
it to be full of Covetouſneſs and Folly, as any 

one may read in his Book de Varietate Rerum. 

By this Time methinks it plainly appears 
out of the preceding Diſcourſe, that the No- 
tion of a #7tch, as it is taken now-a-days, 
has no Foundation at all in Scripture; but 
had its Original, or firſt Rice, out of Hea- 
theniſh Fables, and was afterwards improv 
by Papal Impoſtures : Nevertheleſs, to make 
good my Promiſe, I ſhall produce ſome Argu- 
ments to prove, 3dly, That a Vitch is not to 
be found in Scripture. And 4tbly, That there 
is no ſuch Thing as a Vitch at all. | 
The firſt Argument ſhall be taken from the 

Difference between our Vulgarly reputed 

Witches, and thoſe which our Tranſlators of 

the Bible call fo. For whom, I pray, doour 

Tranſlators call Fitches, but the Kings and 

Queens, and Princes of the Earth, as alſa the 

Prieſts and Philoſophers, and Wiſe Men of 

this World? Whereas the Vitches now-a- 

days, are Poor, Silly, Contemptible People; 
for inſtead of ſuch as King Manaſſes, and 

Queen Jezabel, we now hear talk of this old 

nt and this old Goodwife, It ſeems the 


DOOmeggcsu err enn: 


"uy 


irgdom of Dar ne] is quite alter d in its 
liticks, ang the Devil js not ſv * ag 
z one 


ad 
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fome Men make him, if the Opinion of 
Witchcraft holds good. 9 90 

The ſecond Argument ſhall be taken from 
the Saddnces, a famous Sect among the Jem: 
who deny'd Spirits, and the Reſurrection os 
the Dead; yet had the Five Books of Moſes 
in high Eſteem and Regard; wherefore either 
they did not underſtand Hebrew, or if they 
did, the Notion of Witchcraft did not appear 
in Moſes. And if this be once granted, I 
ſuppoſe the other Parts of the Bible will ea- 
fily follow. But, perhaps, yowll Object, 
and ſay, That the Sadduces were a Se& after 
the Captivity, which kept the Fews fo long 
in Babylon, that they forgot their own 
Tongue, and that the Jews, after their Re- 
turn into Fudea, ſpoke not the Hebrew, but 
the Vulgar Syrian. To this I Anſwer, That 
when the Sect of the Sadduces took its Begin- 


ning, is uncertain, and that however the 


Common People did forget the Old Hebrew, 
et the Prieſts did always preſerve its know - 
edge. Now that Prieſts themſelves were 


Sadduces, is Manifeſt, for even the High- 


Prieſt Joſepbus Hircauus, was one of that Sect, 
according to the Teſtimony of Joſephus. 
The third, and laft Argument, ſhall be 
taken from the different Practices, aſcrib'd 
unto our Vulgarly ſuppos'd F7tches, and un- 
to thoſe in our own Tranſlatton of the Bible. 
For our Modern #7tches practice a ſecret Oc- 
cult Art, and it requires great Skill to diſ- 
cover them by ſeveral ſtrange Signs and hor- 
rid Tortures. But thoſe whom our Tran- 
ſlators call Pitches, in the Bible, were ſuch 
| as 
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£14) | 
as practiſed what they did Openly, and in the 
Face of the World, making Publick Profeſſion 
of their Art, which was the Counterfeit Art 
of Prophbeſying, and Working Miracles. But, 
alas! had it been this myſterious Art of Con- 
tracting with the Devil, and of Ving his Power, 
the Profeſſors whereof are ſo Clandeſtine in 
their Ways, that they can hardly be diſco- 
ver'd by various Scrutimes and Enquiries; 


how impoſſible a thing had it been for Saul to 


turn them all out of Iſrael, as we read he did, 
I Sam. 28. This I am ſure of, a Proclamation 
now-a-days ſet out to that Purpoſe, would 
avail nothing, and only ſerve to move the 
1 of all thoſe that ſtood by to hear it. 


there be no ſuch Thing as a Fitch in 


Scripture, as I have Vanity enough to think 
I have prov'd in my laſt, I ſhall make Uſe 
of that, as my firſt Argument, to prove there 
is no ſuch Thing as a Witch at all; which was 
my ſecond Propoſal. Nor let any one, 


thereupon, that abounds with Words, and 


his own Senſe, cry out, then there is no 
ſuch River as the Thames, there 1s no ſuch 
Country as America, if Silence in Scripture 
ſerves for an Argument. A Man may make 
ſuch Inſtances from Morning to Night, and 
a great Noiſe to no Purpoſe; as if there 
were no Difference between thoſe Things 
that lie quite beſides the Scripture's Notice, 


and thoſe Things which, if they be True, 
ile 


the Scriptures could not be ſilent about, 
without the Charge of Imperfection. For 
let any one but read the Law of Moſes, and 


then ſeriouſly conſider, why it ſhould be ſo 


ſevere 


(15) 
ſevere againft Inceſtuous and Beaſtial Concu- 
binage, and yet not ſo much as mention Di- 
abolical. The Fews were forbid to meddle 
with ſtrange Women of other Nations, and 
ſhould there be no Caution given againſt 
their meddling with ſtrange Creatures, as it 
were of another World? Obſerve how cu- 
rious the Law is in matters of Uncleanneſs, 
and ſhall an ordinary Running Iſſue be fo 
much Talk'd of, and no Mention made of 
Teats running with Blood, and ſuck'd by 
Devils? Laſthy, That Law which by its Years 
of Jubilee, and ſeveral other Conſtitutions, 
provided more againſt Oppreſſion and Cru- 


_ elty than any other Law in the World; that 


Law which ſo deteſted the Murther of Men, 
that it made them merciful to their Neigh- 
bours Beafts ; I ſay, that Law could never 
paſs over in Silence, the Cruel and Abomi- 
nable Actions of Witches, againſt both Man 
and Beaſt, Without queſtion it would have 
inflicted upon them the ſevereſt Puniſhments, 
and for the Diſcovery of their Secret and 
Deviliſh Contracts, it would have laid down 


ſufficient Rules for Trial; eſpecially ſince, in 


a far leſs Matter, that of Adultery, it made 
uſe of that horrible and amazing Tryal, by 


the Bitter Water, which cauſed the Curſe. 


Secondly, I argue from the miſerable Po- 
verty of our Vulgarly reputed N ĩtches, (ſuch 
as is the Woman that gives Being to theſe 
Reflections) that they are wrongfully ac- 
cus d. For I am not willing to believe, that 
they have ſuch a Power with the Devil, as to 
ks him do wonderful Things at _ 

m- 


(36) 
Commend, when they never cvepniipd. him 
to fetch them Money, and to furniſn them 
with Bread. Indeed, in the Night Time he 
x wag them L Eno 15 WINS, and there 

y meet with great Variety ot agar} 
Math and F mn . Now ich as the Featt 
is, ſuch is their Vitebcraft not real, but 
innen as only exiſting in the wild Fan- 
cles 


with Irrationality or 1 For tis irra- 
tional to think, that the Devils are Crea- 
tures full of Malice, and breathing nothing 
but Miſchief againſt the whole Race of Man, 
and that they ſuffer a Man to live, when 
they can ſo eaſily killus at the Command of 
a Viteb. But if you evade this, by faying, 
Nate 2 * us Ry the Divine 
. non, then, I ſay, tis Impious to con- 
cern the Great God with Witchcraft, *Tis 
true indeed, he may ſend Death and Diſeaſes 
amongſt the Sons of Men, to puniſh them for 
their Sins at his own 22 but that he 
ſhould do ſo at the deſire of the RE 
the Command of a Fitch, is ſuch a Gratifi- 


cation of Malice, as is far from God to per- 


form. Calvin, in his Sermons on the two 
firſt Chapters of Fob, takes a great deal of 
Pains to explode this Option of God's Per- 
mim, and ſhews, by ſeveral Examples of 

Abjolon, hab, and Nebuchadnezzar, that God 
doth not barely permit, but arders and de- 
termines the Actions of Devils and Wicked 
Men; affirming, That if Aſes a 

4 | 4 | 


f Men. _ 
In the Third Place, I charge thoſe who ob- 
ſtinately maintain there are Vi itches, either 


of God's Permiſſion after this 


a. 
they would ſpeak Wiſer than thoſe Men who talk 
ate: Nor will 
he grant, that God afflicted Fob upon Satan's 
Requeſt; but becauſe he himſelf had ſo de- 
termin'd to try Job's Patience. | | 
_ Laſtly, The Vanity and Falſeneſs of their 
Opinion who believe there are Vitehes, ap- 
ears from nothing more than from this, 
That it aſctibes unto the Devil an Ommpotent 
Power : Inſomuch, that no Rational Man, 


by the Light of Reaſon, ſhall be able to tell 


from the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, whether our 
Saviour himſelf were a Vitch or no; for let 
ſome Men think what they pleaſe, the Holi- 
neſs of his Doctrine is not by the Thouſandth 
Part ſuch a Proof of 2 by a Divine 
Power, as the Miraculouſneſs of! his Works. 
But, alaſs ! What were his Miracles, or how 
were they valued, it Malicious Creatures, 
without a Divine Commiſſion enabling them 
thereto, can make Frogs and Serpents, raiſe 
the Dead, give Law to the Winds and Seas, 
to mention no more of thoſe prodigious 
Works aſcribed unto the Devils upon the 
Account of Witchcraft ? For my part, I am 
an to think, that thoſe who believe after 
this manner, approach very near to the Opi- 


nion of the Perfians, who held there were 


Two Great Beings, both Almighty, both at 
mutual and perpetual War; one the Au- 
thor of all Good, the other of all Evil. The 


Good Principle they called Oromaſdes, and the 
Evil one, Arimamas. Of the ſame Opinion 


were the Fgyptians, as appears by Oſris and 
Typhon, and from them Pythagoras carry'd it 
to Greece. In a Word, the whole Heathen 
TR _ "Pp = Worlg 


LE. | 
World ſeem to be infected with this Conceit, 
believing Infernal as well as Supernal Gods; 
and therefore th:y had Sacrifices as well to 
_ appeaſe the Anger, and to avert the Mif- 
chiefs of the one, as to propitiate, and pro- 
cure the Bleſſings of the other. Nor can 
thoſe Chriſtians be excus d from the ſame In- 
fection, who, upon the Account of Vitch- 
craft, attribute Omnipotency to the Devil; 
for what leſs do they believe, concerning the 
Prince of the Devil and his Power, if accord- 
ivg to them, he can command the Influence 
of the Sun, and Govern the Motion of the 
Stars: If he can open the Bowels of the Earth, 
and cauſe the Vapeurs to afcend in Clouds 
into the Middle Region of the Air, and 
thence, again, deſcend upon the Earth, in 
Thunder and Lightning and violent Storms; 
if he can Transform Men and Women into 
Cats, and if he can Create Frogs, and Ser- 
rents. Wherefore I conclude, it was a 
very ſeaſonable Decree made by the Conncil 
of Ancyra, more Ancient than the Nicene 
Council, wherein they declare unto all 
Chriſtians, the Heatheniſhneſs of this Belief 
and Opinion. Their Words are theſe, Ilud 
etiam non eft omittendum, quod quædam fcelera- 


te Mulieres retro Satanam converſe Demanum © 


Hluſtonibus, & 3 matibus ſeductæ, credunt 
& profftentur, ſe nocturnis Horis, cum Diand 
Faganorum Dea, vel cum Herodiade, & innu- 
mera Multitudine Mulierum equitare ſuper 
quaſdam Beſtias, & multa Terrarum intem- 
peſts Noctis Spatia pertranſire, ejuſq, Fuſſioni- 
bus velut Dominæ obedire, & certis No@ibus ad 
Servitium evocari : Sed utinam ha Sole in ſud 

| . Perfidia 
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Domino non habetF hic non eft ejus, ſed illins 


(27) 


 Perfidig pernſſent, & uon multos ſecum in Inf. 


delitatis interritum pertraxiſſeut : Nam immmera 
Multitudo hac falſa Opinione decepta, hac vera 
eſſe credit, & credendo recta Fide deviat, & in 

rrore Paganorum revolvitur, cum alignid Di- 
vinitatis aut Numinis extra unum Deum arbj- 
tratur. Qua propter Sacerdotes per Ecclefras 
ſchi commiſſas, Populo omni Inſtantid predicare 
debent, ut noverint hac omni modis, eſſe falſa, 
non a Divino ſed a Maligno Spiritu talia 
nn ee Fidelium irrogari. Si 
quidem ipſe Satanus qui transfigurat ſe in Ange- 
Inn Lucis, cum mentem cijuſq; Multerculs cæ- 
perit, & banc ſibi per Infidelitatem ſubjugave- 
rit, illico transformat in diverſarum Per ſona- 
rum Species atq; Similitudines, & Mentem quam 
captivam tenet in Somnis deludens, modo læta, 
modo triſtia, modo cogmtas, modo incogmtas 
Perſonas oftendens, per devia queq; deducit. 
Et cum ſolus Spiritus hoc patitur, inſdelis Mens 
hoc non in Ammo, ſed in Corpore opinatur eve- 
nire. Quis enim non in Somnis & nocturnis 
Viſionibus extra ſe educitur, & multa videt 
dormiendo que unnquam viderat vigilando © 
Duis vero tam Stultus & Hebes eff, qui hac 
omnia que in ſolo Spiritu funt, etiam in Cor- 
pore accidere arbtiratur; cum Ezekiel Prophe- 
ta Vifiones Domini in Spiritu, non in Corpore 
vidit? Et Johannes Apoſftolus Apocalypſe, 
Sacramentum in Spiritu, non in Corpore, vidit, 
& andivit, & Paulus non audet dicers ſe 


. raptum in Copore £ Omnibus ĩtaq; publice au- 


mintiaudum eſt, quod qui talia & his ſimi lia 
credit, Fidem perdit; & qui Fidem rectam in 


In 
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in quem credg, id eft Diaboli. Nam de Domi. 
50 noſtro ſcriptum eſt, oma per ipſum facta 
funt. Dniſquis ergo credit poſſe fieri aliquam 
Creaturam, aut in melius, aut in deterius 1mm- 
tari, aut transformari in aliam Speciem vel &i- 
militudinem, niſi ab ipſo Creatore qui onmi a V . 
cit, & per quem omnia falta ſunt, proculdubio 
infidelis eft & Pagano deterior. The Inter- 

retation of this is ſo very eaſy, that I 
all not take up my Reader's Time in Ex- 
plaining it to him, eſpecially Mcauſe what 
I have before written, as well as what is to 
come after, is calculated for Men of Letters 
and Knowledge. I ſhall only produce one 


Inſtance more, inſtead of many others 
which I could offer upon the Account of 


this Opinion's being introduc'd only in 
the Writings of the foregoing ſuperſtitious 
Heatheniſh Age, and that ſhall be from 
Elypſiphele's Deſcription of Medea. 


Tila relutantem curſu deducere Lunam 
. Nititur, & tenebris abdere Solis equos. 
Ala refranat aguas, obliguag; Flumina fiſtit, 
Lia loco ſylvas, vivag; ſaxa movet. 


Nr Tumulous errat, ſparſis diſtincta Capillis, 


Certaꝗ; de tepidis colligit oſſa Rogis. 

De vovet abſentes, Kale Ait, 

Et miſerum tenues in Fecur urget Acus, | 
She from her Courſe the ſtruggling Moon would hold 
The Sun herſelf in Magick Shades infold; _ 
She Curbs the Waves, and ſtops the Rapid Floods, - 
Ard from her feat removes whole Rocks & Woods, 
With her diſhevel'd Hair the Wandring Hag, 


| . half-burnt Bones from their warm Aſbes drag, 
In molten Wax, tho? abſent, kills by Art, 


Ard with her Needle, Goarg f tartur'd Heart. 
» Tis 


/ 
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Tis true indeed, the Pontifical Authors 
make a great ſtir in their Anſwers to the 
abovemention'd Decree of the Aucyran Coun- 
cil, ſometimes endeavouring to evade its 
Force with their abſurd Intrepretations, 
ſometimes to throw Dirt into the Face of the 
Council, as if it were not to be regarded: 
But Alciat, in his Parerga, does ingeniouſly 
confeſs, that in theſe their Anſwers, nec 
Celmn, nec Terram attingunt, they have nei- 
ther Head nor Tail. And which 1s more to 
be wonder'd at, Martin Delrio the Jeſuit is in 
this point ſo very impartial, as to diſſent 
from Baronius, who judges that this Council 
was held at Rome under — in the 
Days of St. Hrerom - Delrzo for ſundry Rea- 
ſons, believing it to have been really held 
at Ancyra the Metropolis of Galatia, accord- 
ing to the Common Aſſertion of thoſe who 
Collected the Antient Canons. a 

For this Decree of the Aucyran Council 
was the more Neceſſary, in regard that a lit- 
tle before Manes or Manichens had ſpread 
abroad, throngh the whole Chriſtian World, 
that old Heatheniſh Doctrine of the Two Prin- 
ciples, one of Good and the other of Evil: 
And it is remarkable, That Witches and Ma- 
nicheam are coupled together by theEmperors 
Dioclefan and Maximian, in their Preſcript 
to Julian the Proconſul of Africa, de Mal-ficis 


e Mamcheis, as it is cited out of the Erego- 


rian Code by Rufinus, in his Collation of 
the Fewrſh with the Roman Laws. About a 
Hundread Years after and ſome what more 
Priſcillian and his Followers, did, in a great 

LE” | Mleaſure 
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| Meaſure,embraced the Doctrine of Manes,in- 
ſomuch that in the Year Five Hundred Sixty 
Three, there was a Council held at Bracara, 
a Town of Galicia in Spain, N the Pri/- 
cillianiſts. In the Decrees of this Council 
Manes and Priſcillian are frequently joind to- 
gether, for their Fooliſh Conceits, concern- 
ing the Power of the Devil, or Evil Princi- 
ple; but eſpecially they have one Lecree ve- 
ry applicable to our preſent Purpoſe, where · 
in they Anathematize all thoſe, who believe 
that the Devil can make any Creature, or ſo 
much as raiſe Storms and Tempeſts by his own 
Authority and Power; The Words are theſe, 


Si quis credit, quod aliquantas in Mundo Creatu- 


ras Diabolus fecerit, & Tonitrua, & Fulgura, 


& Tempeſtates, & Siccitates, ipſe Diabolus ſua 


Aut horitate faciat, ſicut Priſcillianus dixit, A. 
nat hema ſit.If any one believes that the Devil 
can form or make any Creatures, or that the 
Infernal Spirit, by the Means of his own Power, 
can create Thunder and Lightning, and Rain, 
and Drowth, as Priſcillian has affirm'd, let 
him be Excommunicated and Accurſed. 
Wherefore if the Devil cannot raiſe Tem- 
peſts by his own Sufficiency, he did no more 
in the Caſe of Fob (which is always brought 
in as an Argument againſt it) than Eliah, or 
any mortal Man may do, when he receives a 
Commiſſion from God. Hence I infer, That 
the Doctrine of Witchcraft magnifying the 
Diabolical Power beyond its due Proportion, 
doth ſavour too rankly of P iſcillian and 
Manes, and the Heathen World. | 
And now it is worth the while, in the 
. Fifth 


( 


he doth not believe it. For it is one Thing 
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Fifth Place, to conſider what theſe Men cal 


ſay for themſelves, who ſo obſtinately main- 


tain there are Witches; for they being on 
the Affirmative Part, are bound, by the 
Laws of Diſputation, to prove what they 
affirm, and tis ſufficient for their Adverſa- 
ries to confute their Proofs. But alas! theſe 
Men are generally ignorant of the Hiſtory 
of Apes that are gone and paſt, and of the 
Scriptures alſo, as to what concerns the 
Queſtion in Hand. Wherefore they are all 


wont to wave Argument, and to cry out, 


This is a Queſtion not to be diſputed upon, in Re- 
gard it is a Matter of Fact, and conſequently the 
Object of Senſe, and not of Reaſon. Thus, when 
they are got to their Caſtle of Defence, they 
make a great Noiſe, and cry out upon the 
Unreaſonableneſs of others, who will not be- 
lieve what ſo many Worſhipful Perſons in the 
World have heard and ſeen. And what is 
that, I pray ? Why they have heard Trum- 

ts ſound, and Drums beat, when neither 

rumpeter nor Drummer have been near the 


Place. They have ſeen Chairs and Stools 


move up and down a Room, when no Body 
has touch'd them, with many other Things 

full as ſtrange. Thus will they tell Stories 
of this Nature from Morning to Night, tho' 
when they have done, they ſay nothing to 
the Purpoſe. For ſuppoſe that all theſe Sto- 
ries were unqueſtionably true, yet they wor'd 
not ſuffice to prove Vitchcraft. I confeſs in- 
deed they wonld evince the Being of Spirits, 
a Thing which no Wiſe Man can deny, tho 


to 
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to doubt, and another to deny. For my on 
Part, I firmly believe that there are many 
Thouſands of Spirits, made of an Incorpareal 
Matter, too fine to be perceiv'd by the Senſes 
of Men. Nor will I contradi& = Authart- 
ty of ſo many in the World, who affirm they 
have heard the ſtrange Things which I juſt 
now mention'd ; ſuppoſing that theſe Spirits 
may often play mad Tricks , us. But 
fill I demand a Reaſon why I ſhould believe 
that they do ſo, upon the Account of a Con- 
tract made with any Man or Woman; for 
till this is prov'd, the Queſtion of #7tch> 
craft ſtands undetermin'd. 

Well then, how do the Affirmers of it go 


about to prove, that any Man or Woman is 


Intereſted in theſe Deviliſb Pranks ? Why, tru- 
ly, by telling ſuch Stories as theſe ; namely, 
That the Perſons tormented by Devils, have 


fallen into their Fits at the Sight, or upon 


the Touch of ſuſpected Fitches: As alſo that 
Perſons, thus tormented, have ſeen the ſu- 
ſpected Witches in this or that Place of the 
Room, where no Stander-by elſe conld fee 
any Thing at all, £7. Now here is o be ab- 

ſerv'd, that theſe kind of Stories are far dif- 
ferent from thoſe which, I ſaid. before, did 
evince the Being of Spirits; for they are at- 

teſted by numerous Authorities, and worthy 
of Credit. But theſe are quite contrary, an 
founded partly in the Fuglng Delafons of 
Gonfederated Impaſtors, partly in the Errors or 
rĩdiculons Miſtakes of vulgar Rumaurs. Never- 
theleſs, that I may not be too. ſtrict with my 
Adverſaries, I care not if I grant on of 
4 the 
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theſe Stories to be true. For Inſtance; That 


there have been Perſons vex d by Devils at 


the Sight, or upon the Touch of ſuſpected 


Witches, and quiet again when they were 


parted : For tho' I ſhould grant this, I ſee 
no Reaſon whereby to conclude there are no 
ſach Beings as Vitches, but rather that theſe 


Spirits, who are ſo Frolick and Gameſome 


in doing us Miſchief, when they perceive 
Perſons ſuſpected to have ſet them at Work, 


may, on Purpoſe, ſo manage their malicious 


Tricks, as to confirm the Suſpicion, promote 

the Accuſation, procure the Condemnation 

of theſe miſerable Wretches, and then may 

account it the Cream of their malicious 

Tricks to ſee your Innocent People Hang'd. 
wer 


leſs, and ex abundanti, is far more eaſy and 
unconſtrain'd than any Thing that the con- 
trary Opinion can anſwer to thoſe Objecti- 
ons, which may be made againſt that Ab- 
ſurd and Ridiculous Conceit of feeing a 
Vitch preſent, that is really at many Miles 
Diſtance. 1 

Again, thoſe that ſtand up for the Being 
of this Fictitious Power, are wont to ſay, 
that immediately upon the Threatning or 
Curſing uſed by this or that Perſon, ſuch or 
ſuch an Accident hath happen d to the Per- 


ſon ſo Threatned and Curſed. Theſe Men 


would do well to conſider, that this World 
hath ſtood many Thouſand Years, and is of 
vaſt Extent, containing many Countries, or 
Nations full of Men that have divers Inte- 


reſts and Paſhons ; wherefore it is not to be 


wonder'd at, if there 1 often happen d 4 


of mine, altho it be need- 


* 
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it a notable, concurrence of Events. *Tis: 
certain that poor old People, when they are 
abus'd by the Inſulting Petulancy of others, 
being unable to right themſelves, either at 
Law, or at Combat, for want of Money, and 
Strength of Body, do oftentimes vent the 
Paſſion of their Diſcontented Souls in Threats 

and Curſes. *Tis alfo certain, that many 
Men troubled with Diſeaſes of the Head or 
Heart, ſeem to be perfect Health, and yet 
fall down Dead of a ſudden. Now if thefe 
Two Accidents ſhould meet together, 1 
ſhould ſee nothing but what is Natural, nor 
ſhould I cry out upon the Devil and Witch- 
craft. „ ; | 051 
But methinks I hear ſome Zealots Object, 
and ſay, with great Vehemence, and Aſſu- 
rance: What need thers be any Diſpute about 
theſe Stories, ſince Parties themſelves, as this 
Woman in particular, have confeſſed their - own 
Witchcraft ; and can there be any Thing clearey 
than Self-Confeſſion ? To this I anſwer, That 
the Wiſeſt Menin the World may be brought: 
by Imprifonment and Torture, te on 
any thing, whether it be True or Falſe; as 
many Miſerable Creatures confeſſing them- 
ſelves Witches, have had their Confeſſions 
extorted from them by ſich curled Means. 
Beſides, I am not to doubt, but fome poor, 
filly. melancholly old Wretchos have really be- 
hev'd themſelves Witches, and to be guilty of 
thoſe Actions, which not only their fooliſh 
Neighbours, but Men that are eall'd Worſhip: 
Ful, have charged them with. Nor is it to b 
wonder d at by any one that confiders the 
ſtrange Effects of Melancholy, eſpecially if 
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| heightned by Poverty, or want of Good Diet, 


by 
Pert 


to be real Viſions and Truths, I am ſure, not 


ance, Solitarineſs, and Old Age. 
ſuch People take their very Dreams 


only by Conſequences drawn from their 
Actions, reported in Books, but by Experience 

o of my own Acquaintance. The Truth 
is, want of Knowledge in the Art of Phyſick 
makes Men attribute mere Natural Diſtem- 
pers to Spirits; Nay, Phyſicians themſelves, 


who have ſh-wn Excellency of Skill in 


Anotomy and Chymiſtry, perhaps have ad- 
ded little or _ potturlg to the Diagnoſtick 
part of Diſeaſes, ſo happily begun by 
Hippocrates, Hence it is that we are ſtill 
in the Dark, as to the Abſtruſer Diſtempers 


of Human Bodies, efpecially ſuch as ariſe 


from Melancholy; which are of ſo many 

Sorts, and have ſuch wonderful Effects, 
that whoſoever ſhould rightly Defcribe them, 
and make them plainly Manifeſt, would 


Diſcover to us an unknown World full of 


e of prodigious Monſters. Thus I have 

ſufficiently Anſwered the moſt material Ob- 

jections, not thinking it worth the while to in- 
{| upon every Trifle, ſuch as this is. Why 


do you not believe that,which ſo many Thou- 


ſands of Wiſe Men in the World have be- 
lieved? Surely they could not all be deceived, 
£7c. As if a Man did not make Proclamation 
of his own Folly, by ſuch an Argument, 
when the various Religions that have been 1n 


the World, are more than enough to convince 
a0y Rational Perſon, how Abfurd and Ridi- 
culo 


us the Wiſeſt of Men are in Matters of 


Opinion or Belief, 
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By this time I cannot chuſe but wonder, fl 
Sixthh, at the 8 of this fooliſh Opi- C 
nion amongſt Men, and its taking ſuch deep 2 
Root in their Minds; but then I ceaſe admi- H 
ring when I Conſider, That ſome Men are m 
Knaves, others are Fools, and that all have u 
Fear implanted in them by Nature, the very . 
ſtrongeſt of all their Paſſions: For, though R 
it be an Impious and Irrational Say ing, That w 
Fear was the firſt Thing that brought Gods into F 
the World; yet I am not apt to believe, It P 
firſt of all brought in thoſe Omnipotent Witches R 
that contract with Devils. Now, that Fear P. 
very frequently, preſents Apparations to Me- P 
lancholick and Diſeas'd Perſons, was well of 
enough known to thoſe who govern'd the ra 
Antient World, 2 the Eaſtern Parts A 
of it, for they were wife Politicrans, Men D 
famous in their Generations, and very much O 
experienced in the Nature of Mankind. 5 

Wherefore knowing how Furious and Head - Pi 
ſtrong a Beaſt, the Multitude is, not to be be 
dealt with, unleſs you come as it were on on 
their blind Side, that is, unleſs you take them th 
by the weakeſt Part, and lay hold of their att 
Paſſion of Fear, (I ſay knowing this) they to! 

Yromoted theſe People, and improv'd them Tl 
or the Deſigns of Government. Hence it came of 
to paſs that whatſoever was extraordinary in PI 
Nature, & apt to aſtoniſn, was, by them, aſcrib'd wl 
to theſe Apparations or Spirits; Namely in the bee 
upper Regions of the Heavens, the Eclypſes en 
of the Sun and Moon, Thunder and Light- for 
ning in the Clouds, Peſtilential Seaſons, as Ta! 
alſo thoſe of Famine here below, likewiſe the me 


Poſt hideous of Diſeaſes, whether they were | ya 
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ſtrange Kinds of Tumours in the Body, or 
Convulſion Fits, or ſeveral Sorts of Madneſs, 
c. For the Remedying of which diſaſtrous 
Accident, and the Taking away of their 
malignant Effects, many Charms or Spells 
were ordain'd; many Exerciſing or Conjuring 
Prayers were invented; In a Word, many 
Religious Rites or Ceremonies of Worſhip 
were inſtituted with a World of Vanity and 
Fancy. The Egyptians, that Anitent and Wiſe 
People, the very Fathers of Learning, had a 
Reſpect unto theſe Kind of Spirits in their 
Publick Worſhip, as may be gather'd from 
Plutarch in his Treatiſe concerning the Decay 
of Oracles, where he brings in this Conſide- 
ration of their Religious Rites, as a probable 
Argument that they were the firſt Opiners of 
Demons ; I mean, the firſt that brought in the 
Opinion of the Exiftence of Devils. 
In proceſs of Time, thoſe Actions of the 
Prieſts, and great Politicians of the World, 
—_ to be imitated by Private Perſons, not 
only Men, but Women alſo, ſuch as ſhe was 
that dwelt at Endor; for what will not ſome 
attempt to do, when a neceſitous Poverty doth 
torment them with a greedy deſire of Gain ? 
Theſe kind of ſhirking People, a Generation 
of impudent Liars, Mountebanks in Divinity and 
Phyſick, have all along peſter'd the Age in 
which they lived. Hipocrates, Treating re 
leens voos, or the Falling Sickneſs, hath Set 


ently well deſcrib d the Knaviſh Impoſtures of 


ſome in his Times, who, to cloak their Igno- 
rance of that Diſeaſe, pretended it came im- 
mediately from the Hand of God, and therefore 
Was to be Cured with certain * and 

f Et 7 | | arms, 
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Charms, Theſe Men, ſays he, had nothing bit | 
God in . = yet, notwithſtanding = 
this Holineſs, they baſely deluded the Poople with Al 
Magick Cheats : So alſo did the Heathen Di- | eve 
vines, I mean their pretended Phil»ſophers, 
Men full of Words and Beards, who, for the 
love of Gain and a Croud of Diſciples, would 
frequently make ſhew of, I know not what, 
Sublimity of Knowledge, and Iitimate Acquain- 
tance with the Deity, by vertue whereof they 
would undertake to Charm and Exorciſe Evil 
Spirits. Lucian, in his Dialogue, Entituled, 
GironLeudas, or Lovers of Lies, makes very 
good Sport with theſe fort of Fellows. 
Now when Hunger and Covetouſheſs had 
engaged private Perſons in the ſame Knavih 
| 1 which the Prieſis ſet on Foot out 
of Folicy, they not enduring to ſee their Office 
invaded, did declare unto the World, That al 
ſuch as attempted Sacred Things, contrary to the 
due Rights and Ceremonies, were ſo far from any 
Communion with the Gods, that they were rathet 
 Abandon'd by them, and exposd to the Society of 
Evil Spirits; by which Converſation they became 
full of Malice, and all ſorts of Vice and Miſchief, 
like unto the Devils, with whom they converſed : 2 
For that this was the Aſſertion of the Antient a 
Chaldean Priefts, is evident, in that Treatiſe m 
of Jamblichus, which treats of the Myſteries 0 
of the Egyptians, Chaldeans, and Aſſynans, ＋. 
And thus, I ſappoſe, I have given a true Ac- va 


count of the Riſe and Origin of Witchoraft. ſh 

4 But howſoever this Opinion of Vitebhes mi 0 
1 obably, take its firſt Riſe in the E 0 
Furts, it quickly alſo came into the V, and W 


there, at length. it very much prevailed, b pe 
reaſon of the Platonick Philoſophy : For Mo e F 
3 Men 
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Men being addicted to Fables and Allegories, 
became ſo vain, as to turn thoſe Fables and 
Allegories into Reality. In a word, whoſo- 
ever reads the Platonick Writings, muſt find 
them fall of confident Diſcourſe, about what 
they did not underſtand, concerning the Gods, 
Demons, and Spirits of Men. Much is their 
Talk of a Familiar Spirit which every Man 


\ hath, calling it ſometimes, the, ö o ſome- 


times 6 ov, ſometimes the 6 idyywr Es- 
aljuwy, Nor is it to be wonder'd at, if Chri- 


ffian Authors have too much exceeded on 


ſuch Subjects, in regard tis well enough 
known how much the Primitive Chriſtians 
admir'd the Platonick Sect. Nor is it unlikely, 
that in their frequent Hxorciſings and Conjura- 


tions, they did but imitate the Flatonicks, who 


themſelves did, therein, but tread in the Steps 


of the Antiept Egyptian Fries: Amongſt 


whom, it's uſual to Conjure the Devils, with 
ſtrange kinds of Threats, vis. That if they 
would not do as the Prieſts would have 
them, They would tear the Heavens 2 and 
zeveal the Secret of Iſis, as may be ſeen in Fame 
blicus, whom I have before quoted. E169 
Thus am I come to a Period, to the ſatis» 
faction, I hope, of the Gentleman that put 
me upon this Work, by his Defire to me in 
2 and thoſe that give themſelves the 
Trouble of reading it; and if I have ad · 

vane d Opinions contrary to thoſe of the Wor» 
ſhipful Sir Henry Chauncey, whoſe great Age 
may excuſe the Commitment of thePerſon that 
occaſions this Diſſertation, and cannot join 
with the Reverend Clergymen, whoſe De- 
poſitions were thought of weight enough, by ; 
3 : : | ; t e 
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the Jury, to bring her in Guilty, and whoſe 
Prayers of ſufficient Efficacy to work a Mira- 
cle, and drive the Devil out of the poor ſickly 
Creature, ſuppos'd to be Bewitch'd it is to be 
preſum'd I ſhall not be thought to fall under 
the Statute of Defamation, or be denied the 
Benefit of my Clergy. To ſum up the whole, 
I have, in the Firff Place, ſhewn, That there 
is no ſach Thing as a Witch in Scripture, 
Secondly, That it took its Beginning from Hea- 
then Fables, Thirdly, That it was afterwards 
Improved by Papal Impoſtures. In the Fourth 
Place, I have produc'd ſeveral Arguments 

againſt the Affirmers of Witchcraft. Fifthly, 
I have anſwer'd other Arguments to the 
Contrary. Sixthh, and Laſtly, J have endea- 
vour'd to ſhew, by what Means this Opinion 
of Witches came into the World, all which 
I have handled Succinctly, pointing as it 
were, at the Heads of Things, and leaving | 
it to ſome abler Pen, to handle this Queſtion 
more at large: A thing which 1s very uſe- 
ful to be done, for if the Doctrine of Vitch- 
craft ſhould be carried up to a Height, and 
the Inquiſition after it ſhould be intruſted in 
the Hands of Ambitious, Covetous, and Mali- 
cious Men, it would prove of more fatal Con- 
ſequence to the Lives and Safety of Mankind, 
than that Antient Heatheniſn Cuſtom of Sacri- 
ficing Men to Idols; inſomuch, that we ſtand 
in need of another Hercules Liberator, who, as 
the former freed the World from Human Sa- 
crifices, ſhould, in like manner, Travel from 
Country to Country, and by his all- com mand- 
ing 11 free it from the evil and baſe 
Cuſtom of Inpriſoning People to confeſs . 
| lde 
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